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Curated by:
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The artistic practice of llana Halperin (b. 1973) is characterised by a
susfained interest in geological aesthetics, bringing intimate human
poetics fo the measurement and comprehension of deep time. She
was born in the same year as the Eldfell volcano and has frequently
visited Iceland within her research process since the late 1990s.
Since 2022, this new body of work has grown out of collaborative
field work in geothermal and sedimentary sites across Iceland and
Orkney, exploring these as “Mars analogues” that allow us to
connect with Mars as our planetary sibling.

Halperin's study of 400-million-year-old stromatolites and present
day geothermal microbial activity has resulted in extremophile
drawings and engravings on alabaster "inked" with soil and ochre,
alongside an expansive series of watercolours sensing the palette of
Mars.

Mars hosts one of the largest volcanos in the solar system, Olympus
Mons, a giant which resembles a bodily orifice seen from flyby
images. This is surrounded by a topography of vast canyons, craters
and a coating of ubiquitous red pigment. Such geographical
sculpting and mark-making forms a "chaos terrain” further informing
Halperin's latest artworks.

Through conjuring a queer feminist land art approach to the Red
Planet, Halperin's perspective provides a welcome alternative fo
masculine “frontier” narratives of recent Mars exploration. She is
interested in Mars's long-term geo-heritage and the ethics of
making contact. Working through the geological epochs of this
ancient sibling and across a range of media (drawing, sculpture, and
photography) Halperin shares a working core sample of this material
anatomy.

This research has been funded by UK Space Agency/ Science &
Technology Facilities Council.

An Anatomy of Mars will be included in llana Halperin's forthcoming
solo exhibition What is Us and What is Earth af Fruitmarket,
Edinburgh opening in February 2026.
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llana Halperin: Grannskodun & Mars / An Anatomy of Mars

Listsképun llénu Halperin (f. 1973) einkennist af stédugum og djipum
ahuga & jardfraedilegri fagurfraedi par sem hun sameinar mannlega
nélaegd og ljddraena syn & maelingar og skilning & svokolludum
»djupum fima". Hun faeddist sama ar og Eldfell gaus @ Heimaey og
hefur fra pvi seint & tiunda dratugnum reglulega dvalid a Islandi {
tengslum vid rannsoknir sinar.

Fra arinu 2022 hafa pessi nyju verk tekid a sig mynd i gegnum
vettvangsvinnu & jardhita- og setmyndunarstédum baedi & Islandi og
a Orkneyjum. Par skodar hun pessi svaedi sem svonefnd ,Mars-liki" —
landsvaedi sem gera okkur kleift ad tengjast planetunni Mars sem
nokkurs konar systurplanetu okkar.

Rannsokn l6nu & 400 milljon &ra gémlum strytupérungum og virkni
hitakaerra 6rvera i nitimanum hefur leitt af sér teikningar og
grafikmyndir unnar i mjolkurstein af jadarlifverum, litadar med
jardvegi og okkri, auk vidfedmrar vatnslitamyndaradar par sem leitast
er vié ad nema litrof Mars.

A Mars ma finna eitt staersta eldfjall sélkerfisins, Olympus Mons, sem
minnir & likamsop pegar horft er & pad ur flugi. | kringum petta
risafjall teygir sig landslag fullt af gljufrum, gigum, pakid raudu
litarefni. Slik jaréfraedileg motun og moérkun skapar svokallad
,kaoslandslag”, sem veitir listakonunni innblastur vié nyjustu verk
hennar.

{ gegnum annars konar nalgun vié Raudu pldnetuna — par sem
hinsegin og feminisk sjonarhorn eru i forgrunni - bydur llana upp &
andof vid karllaegum fraségnum um Mars sem , nylendu". Hun beinir
kastljosinu ad jarofraedilegri arfleifd Mars og sidferdilegum alitamalum
vardandi fengingu vid adrar planetur. Med pvi ad vinna i gegnum
jarésogulegar aldir pessarar fornu systurplanetu okkar og med
fidlbreytilegum adferdum - teikningu, skdlptirum og ljdosmyndun —
dregur hun fram synishorn af efnislegri uppbyggingu Mars.

bessar rannsoknir hafa hlotid styrk fra bresku geimvisindastofnuninni
(UK Space Agency) og Visinda- og taeknirdduneytinu (Science &
Technology Facilities Council).

,Liffrsedi Mars" verdur hluti af vaentanlegri einkasyningu l16nu
Halperin, What is Us and What is Earth, i Fruitmarket i Edinborg sem
opnar i februar 2026





